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PRELUDE ...............................................................................................  
 

Prelude, Sigurd Jorsalfor by Edvard Grieg 

PROCESSIONAL..................................................................................  
 

Pomp and Circumstance March by Edward 
Elgar 

PROCESSIONAL MARSHALLS ......................................................  
 

Katie Forrester Adams, Class of 2023 
Bethany Rell Keyes, Class of 2023 

  
NATIONAL ANTHEM ......................................................................  
 

Amadeus String Ensemble 

  

INVOCATION ......................................................................................  
 

Rev. Dr. David Anthony Spencer, Jr. 

  

WELCOME ............................................................................................   
 

Jace C. Gatewood 
Dean 

  
REMARKS FROM PRESIDENT OF STUDENT BAR 
ASSOCIATION 

Keith A. Collins 
President, Student Bar Association 

  
AWARDS  ...............................................................................................  Jace C. Gatewood 
 Dean 
  
INTRODUCTION OF 
HONORABLE JUDGE DUSTIN HIGHTOWER ......................  

Jace C. Gatewood 
Dean 

  
ADDRESS ...............................................................................................  
 

Judge Dustin Hightower 
Superior Court, Coweta Circuit 

  
CONFERRING OF DEGREE ..........................................................  Jace C. Gatewood 

Dean 
 Scott Boone 

Associate Dean of Assessments and 
Outcomes/Associate Professor 

  
REMARKS FROM THE CLASS .......................................................  Jacob Holden Gregory 

2023 Valedictorian – Part-Time Division  
Allyssia Constance Andrews 
2023 Valedictorian – Full-Time Division 

REMARKS FROM PRESIDENT OF THE ALUMNI BOARD Jennifer Gore-Cuthbert 
Class of 2012 

  
BENEDICTION ...................................................................................  Rev. Dr. David Anthony Spencer, Jr. 
  
CLOSING REMARKS .........................................................................  Jace C. Gatewood 
 Dean 
  
RECESSIONAL .....................................................................................  
 

Grand March from "Aida" by Verdi 

The Audience is requested to remain seated during the recessional. 
 
As a courtesy to our guests, we ask that you silence all communication devices and assure that all small 

children are monitored or removed if causing a distraction. 



 
 

Atlanta’s John Marshall Law School Honors  
The Honorable  

 

Judge Hightower, 41, was appointed by Gov. Nathan Deal and sworn in as a 

Superior Court Judge of the Coweta Judicial Circuit on May 26, 2016.  Judge 

Hightower was then elected to serve as a Superior Court Judge by the citizens of 

the Coweta Judicial Circuit in 2018 and 2022.   

Judge Hightower grew up in Carroll County, Georgia where he graduated from 

Central High School.  He then went on to attend the University of West Georgia 

earning his bachelor’s degree in business management, and graduated cum laude.  

Judge Hightower followed that by attending John Marshall School of Law where 

he received his Juris Doctorate.  While in law school, he was selected to serve as 

Notes and Comments Editor on John Marshall’s inaugural law review journal, 

John Marshall Law Journal, and he was honored by having his comment, Student 

Searches and Seizures: Georgia’s Current Approach and Recommended Change, 

chosen to be published in the journal.   

From 2008 through 2016 Judge Hightower practiced law in his home area of 

Carroll and Douglas County with his former law firm, Miller & Hightower, 

Attorneys at Law.  The firm focused their practice on personal injury cases, 

criminal defense, and divorce cases.  Further, for over 6 years during this time, 

Judge Hightower also served as the city prosecutor for both the City of Mt. Zion 

and the City of Buchanan.   

In January 2012, Judge Hightower was elected to the Georgia House of 

Representatives where he represented the 68th House District. During his 

legislative tenure, he received the “Defender of Liberty Award” from the 

American Conservative Union, and based on his efforts to fight against family 

violence, the Georgia Commission on Family Violence selected him to receive 

their “Legislative Leadership Award”. Further, in 2015 he was recognized as 

“Legislator of the Year” for both the Georgia Trial Lawyers Association and 

SPADD, Service Providers Association for Developmental Disabilities.  

In an effort to give back to his community, Judge Hightower has served on the 

following boards: Carroll County Child Advocacy Center Board, Carrollton Main 

Street Board, the University of West Georgia’s National Alumni Board, and the 

University of West Georgia’s Athletic Foundation Board.  In 2012, the University 

of West Georgia selected Judge Hightower to receive the 2012 Outstanding 

Young Alumnus Award.  Further, in early 2013 he was recognized as a Top 10 

Young Professional in Douglas County.  

Judge Hightower is married to Christina Camp Hightower.  They have two 

children together, Stella June and Waylon.  



*Criminal Justice Certificate Program 
 

 

Dallas Jacob Cole 
Layla Ghali 
Isa Harrison 
Anaia Johnson 

Thomas Joseph Krupinski 
Joseph Richard Moss 
Kya Rochelle Williams 

 

 
 
Katie Forrester Adams 
Aderemi Adetokunbo Adeshola* 
Estibaliz Siboney Afanador 
Lindsey Rhay Almand 
Allyssia Constance Andrews, magna cum laude 
Lauren Charday Briggs 
Maya Brown Bowden 
Hanna Marie Canavan 
Lance Carruth 
Monique Alicia Cherry 
Kyra Yvonne-Laxmi Clark 
Keith Andre Collins* 
Danyelle Davis 
Mercedes Lorine Dickerson 
James J. Dixon 
Shane Downard 
Davis Milton Feder 
Beverly Dianne Fratto 
Eddis Wilton Freeman III 
DonsherRhea Frison 
Myah Andanaé Fuqua* 
Gandara Garland Gallishaw 
Victor J. Gordon 
Chauncey Alexander Graham 
Jacob Holden Gregory, summa cum laude 
Brooke Janese Harrison* 
Nina Wondwossen Hassen 
Lauren Kay Henderson 
Maritza Delleisa Heard 
Maureen A. Jagne-Shaw 
Lloyd Jean 
MarQuita Danielle Jones 
Raford Kelly III, cum laude 

Bethany Rell Keyes 
Sanghun Kim 
Esther Yeeun Ko 
Carlton Adam LeRoi Lewis 
Rose Laren Love 
Kayla Alexandria Magee 
Joseph J. Maggiano 
Brittany Deann Manuel 
Elizabeth Anne Marra 
Daniela Alejandra Martinez 
Katie McClelland, magna cum laude 
Cristian Medina 
Richard G. Mejia 
Zaimah Thabitah Mithavayani 
Dean K. Moore 
Amy Diana Morris 
Jackson Huntley Nash 
Diamond Alexis Nimene 
Austin O'Neill 
Nikita Kiran Patel 
Thomas A. Petrellese Jr. 
Russell Alexander Preston 
Jessica Jenese Regalado-Bailey, cum laude 
Rachelle Alexandria Riley 
Lindsey Noëlle Roberts 
Grant Schrantz 
Taylor Ciara Scott 
Lauren Melissa Spencer, cum laude 
Tishana M. Springer 
Ashley Starnes, cum laude 
Melanie C. Stepho 
Michael Solomon Stewart 
Steven C. Stodghill 

CANDIDATES 

JURIS DOCTOR DEGREE 
December 2022 

 

CANDIDATES 

JURIS DOCTOR DEGREE 
May 2023 



*Criminal Justice Certificate Program 
 

Robert Paul Stout 
Joan Suh 
Kendall Nicole Leilani Taylor 
Samantha Kathleen Taylor 
Kofi Anthony Thom 
Clint Thomas Tyler 

Judy A. Urbaez 
Leander Antwoine Williams 
Shaugnassy Williams-Bryant 
Jennifer Nicole Wilson 
Kris Adele Wright 

 

 
2023 STUDENT HONORS & AWARDS 

 
Pro Bono Distinction Award 

Allyssia Constance Andrews Lloyd Jean 
Carlton Adam LeRoi Lewis 

 
Excellence in Pro Bono  

Victor J. Gordon 

 
The Chief Justice Leah Ward Sears Pro Bono Award 

Esther Yeeun Ko 
 

Atlanta’s John Marshall Law School Award for  
Excellence in Appellate Advocacy 

Keith Andre Collins 
 

Jude Harold R. Banke Advocacy Award 
Katie Forrester Adams 

 
Henning Award for The Atlanta Bar Association  

Dispute Resolution Section 
Brooke Janese Harrison 

 
Georgia Association of Women Lawyers Outstanding Graduate Award 

Rose Laren Love 
 

National Association of Women Lawyers Outstanding Law Student Award 
Ashley Starnes 

 
Order of Quill 

Davis Milton Feder, Member of the Order 
Allyssia Andrews, Scholar of the Order 
Raford Kelly III, Scholar of the Order 

Jessica Jenese Regalado-Bailey, Scholar of the Order 
Jacob Holden Gregory, Exemplar Scholar and Marshall of the Order 

 

CANDIDATES 

JURIS DOCTOR DEGREE 
July 2023 

Angelica Milagros Rivera Brock E. Starrett 



 

 
 

Atlanta’s John Marshall Law School Outstanding Graduate Award 
Full-Time: Chauncey Alexander Graham Part-Time:     Jacob Holden Gregory 

 
 

Atlanta’s John Marshall Law School Law Journal Executive Board 
Chauncey Alexander Graham 

Editor-in-Chief 
Monique Alicia Cherry 

Executive Managing Editor 
Jacob Holden Gregory 

Executive Legislative Editor 

 
Austin O’Neill 

Online Access and Internet Presence 
Editor 

Richard G. Meja 
Ashley Starnes 

Annual Symposium Co-Editor 
 
 
 
 

ADMINISTRATION 

Jace C. Gatewood 
Dean and Professor of Law 
A.B., Georgetown University 

J.D., Georgetown University Law Center 
 

Judith Barger 
Associate Dean 

of Academic Programs 
B.S., Wright State University 

J.D., Georgetown University Law Center 
 
 

Michael S. Boone 
Associate Dean of Assessments and Outcomes 

B.S., Texas Christian University 
J.D., Franklin Pierce Law Center 

LL.M., Temple University School of Law 
 
 
 

Sheryl E. Harrison 
Associate Dean of Students Affairs  
B.S., North Carolina Agricultural & 

Technical State University 
M.B.A., Wake Forest University 

J.D., University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill 

 

Erika Walker-Cash 
Associate Dean of Administrative Programs 

B.A., Spelman College 
M.S.W., Clark Atlanta University 

J.D., Washington and Lee University School of Law 

Scot Goins 
Assistant Dean of Academic Achievement and Bar 

Success 
B.S., University of Georgia 

J.D., New York University School of Law 
 

Rebecca Milter 
Assistant Dean of Admissions and Recruitment 

B.A., University of Georgia 
 
 



 

FACULTY 
 
K. Lee Adams 
Associate Professor of Law 
B.A., Georgia State University 
J.D., University of Georgia School of Law 
 
Joanna B. Apolinsky 
Associate Professor of Law 
B.A., University of Texas at Austin 
J.D., Georgia State University College of Law 
 
Anthony Baker 
Professor of Law 
A.B., Duke University 
J.D., University of North Carolina School of Law 
LL.M. University of Wisconsin Law School 
 
Robert Brown 
Associate Professor 
B.A., Morehouse College 
J.D., University of Pennsylvania 
 
Kathleen M. Burch 
Professor of Law 
B.A., Rosary College 
J.D., Georgetown University Law Center 
 
Vickie Carlton-Sadler 
Associate Professor 
B.S., University of Alabama 
J.D., Mercer University 
 
Robert J. D’Agostino 
Professor of Law 
B.A., Columbia College 
M.A., Columbia University 
J.D., Emory University School of Law 
 
Kari Mercer Dalton 
Associate Professor of Law 
B.A., Boston College 
J.D., Loyola University 
 
Elizabeth M. Jaffe 
Associate Professor of Law 
B.A., Emory University 
J.D., Washington University School of Law 
 
 
 

Neva Browning Jeffries 
Associate Professor of Law 
A.B., Duke University 
J.D., University of Virginia School of Law 
 
Bruce Luna, II 
Associate Professor 
B.S., University of Maryland 
J.D., The University of Texas School of Law 
 
Michael J. Lynch 
Director of Law Library  
and Professor of Law 
Ph.D., University of Detroit 
J.D., University of Michigan Law School 
M. Librarianship, Emory University 
 
Suparna Malempati 
Associate Professor of Law 
A.B., Dartmouth College 
J.D., George Washington University 
 
Lance McMillian 
Associate Professor of Law 
B.A., University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
J.D., University of Georgia School of Law 
 
Michael Mears 
Associate Professor of Law 
B.S., Mississippi State 
M.S., Mississippi State 
J.D., University of Georgia School of Law 
 
Loren Pratt 
Associate Professor 
B.A., Louisiana State University 
J.D., University of Mississippi School of Law 
 
Jonathan Rapping 
Professor of Law 
B.A., University of Chicago 
M.P.A., Princeton University 
J.D., George Washington University 
 
Jeffrey A. Van Detta 
The John E. Ryan Professor of Int'l Business   
& Workplace Law 
B.A., Union College 
J.D., Albany Law School of Union University 

 
 
 
 



 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
ATLANTA’S JOHN MARSHALL LAW SCHOOL  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Dr. Michael C. Markovitz 
Chairman of the Board 

Sarasota, Florida 
 

Dean Frank T. Read 
Vice Chairman of the Board 
President and Dean Emeritus 
South Texas College of Law 

Ocala, Florida 
 

Kwaku C. George (KC) 
Director, National Development 

Council 
 

Honorable Judge Ural Glanville 
Chief Judge, Superior Court of Fulton 

County 

Honorable Carol W. Hunstein 
Chief Justice, Supreme Court of 

Georgia 
Atlanta, Georgia 

 

Adam Malone, Esq. 
Partner, Malone Law 

Atlanta, Georgia 
 

Teri P. McClure 
Former General Counsel and CHRO, 

Sr. VP of Labor Relations and 
Communications, UPS of America, 

Inc. 
 

Patrise M. Perkins-Hooker, Esq. 
County Attorney, Fulton County, 

Georgia 

Kevin Ross, Esq. 
President, Kevin Ross Public Affairs 

Group LLC 
Atlanta, Georgia 

 

Dr. Lawrence B. Schlachter 
DDS, MD,JD, Schlachter Law Firm 

 

Dean James P. White 
Consultant Emeritus, Section on 

Legal Education & Admission to the 
Bar 

American Bar Association 
Indianapolis, Indiana 

Linda A. Klein 
Advisor 

Shareholder, Baker Donelson 

 
 

As we celebrate our 90th anniversary, we are reminded of the vital role that private philanthropic support 
plays in the continued success of Atlanta's John Marshall Law School. Your generosity makes it possible for 
us to provide financial assistance to the next generation of legal professionals, ensuring that they have the 

resources and opportunities they need to succeed. 

Make a Secure Online Gift Today at www.johnmarshall.edu/giving 

For additional information on giving, please contact Wendy Aina, Chief Development Officer, at 
waina@johnmarshall.edu or via phone at (678) 916-2674. 
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