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PRELUDE ...............................................................................................  
 

Prelude, Sigurd Jorsalfor by Edvard Grieg 

PROCESSIONAL..................................................................................  
 

Pomp and Circumstance March by Edward 
Elgar 

  
PROCESSIONAL MARSHALS .........................................................  
 

Leah L. Young, Class of 2024 
Marquez A. Jones, Class of 2024 

  
NATIONAL ANTHEM ......................................................................  
 

Amadeus String Ensemble 

  

INVOCATION ......................................................................................  
 

Rev. Dr. David Anthony Spencer, Jr. 

  

WELCOME ............................................................................................   
 

Jace C. Gatewood 
Dean 

  
REMARKS FROM PRESIDENT OF STUDENT BAR 
ASSOCIATION 

Ricky Panayoty 
President, Student Bar Association 

  
AWARDS  ...............................................................................................  Jace C. Gatewood 
 Dean 
  
INTRODUCTION OF 
HONORABLE JUDGE ROANLD B. RAMSEY, SR. .................  

Jace C. Gatewood 
Dean 

  
ADDRESS ...............................................................................................  
 

Judge Ronald B. Ramsey, Sr. 
State Court of Dekalb County 

  
CONFERRING OF DEGREE ..........................................................  Jace C. Gatewood 

Dean 
Adam Malone, 
Chairman, Board of Directors 

  

REMARKS FROM THE CLASS .......................................................  Derek Nunes Dias Fernandes 
2024 Valedictorian – Part-Time Division 
Taylor Blumenthal 
2024 Valedictorian – Full-Time Division 

  

REMARKS FROM PRESIDENT OF THE ALUMNI BOARD Tavis Knighten 
Class of 2005 

  

BENEDICTION ...................................................................................  Rev. Dr. David Anthony Spencer, Jr. 
  
CLOSING REMARKS .........................................................................  Jace C. Gatewood 
 Dean 
  
RECESSIONAL .....................................................................................  
 

Grand March from "Aida" by Verdi 

The Audience is requested to remain seated during the recessional. 
 

As a courtesy to our guests, we ask that you silence all communication devices and assure that all small 
children are monitored or removed if causing a distraction. 

  



 
 

 
 

Atlanta’s John Marshall Law School Honors  
The Honorable Judge Ronald B. Ramsey, Sr. 

Judge Ramsey, Sr., is the immediate past Presiding Judge of Division –B and led the court 

through the recent world-wide pandemic by leading a team to develop technology 

innovations, including virtual proceedings and other platforms that will serve the court and 

citizens of DeKalb County for years to come. Judge Ramsey also successfully negotiated 

with county leadership for relocation and construction of a new State Court – Division B, 

courthouse with expected occupancy in early 2025. In 2021, Judge Ramsey was instrumental 

and reshaping legislation to transform the governance and equity of the court. Judge Ramsey 

is the immediate past District Chair for the Council of State Court Judges, where he served as 

Co-Chair of the Legislative Committee. 

After graduating with honors from North Carolina Central University in 1981, Judge Ramsey 

began his professional career in Atlanta, with the National Labor Relations Board, a federal 

agency. While working full-time as a federal investigator and hearing officer, Judge Ramsey 

enrolled as an evening student at John Marshall Law School. Immediately upon being 

admitted to the State Bar of Georgia in 1992, Judge Ramsey became a member of the 

National Labor Relations Board (NLRB) legal team for the ensuing two years. He became a 

certified mediator during that period and remained a key member of the Justice Center of 

Atlanta’s mediation team for eighteen years. 

Judge Ramsey left government service in 1994, to become the Southeast Regional Counsel 

for the Laborers International Union. During that period, he also served as an Adjunct 

Professor at John Marshall Law School. Three years later, Judge Ramsey became the Director 

of Labor Relations and Legal Affairs for the DeKalb County Sheriff’s Office, where he 

served for nearly 2 years. 

In 2000, the Honorable Ronald B. Ramsey, Sr. was appointed as the first African-American 

to serve as a Municipal Court Judge in the City of Stone Mountain, Georgia, where he served 

until 2007. While serving on the bench, Judge Ramsey engaged in the private practice of law 

in the areas of criminal defense, labor and employment, business and probate law. His 

mediation and arbitration services also comprised a significant portion of his practice. 

In 2015, Ramsey resigned his nine-year tenure as Georgia State Senator and his ten-year 

tenure Chief Legal Officer for the DeKalb County School District to accept an appointment 

by Governor Nathan Deal as an Associate Judge on the DeKalb County State Court. 

Judge Ramsey is a past Judicial Section Chair of the historic Gate City Bar Association. 

Judge Ramsey is also past District 4 Representative of the American Bar Association/ 

Judicial Division/ National Conference of Specialized Court Judges, where he was 

subsequently elected to the executive committee and ultimately served a successful term as 

Chair of the Conference. In 2022, Judge Ramsey was the second African American Judge 

appointed to serve as a Judicial Outreach Liaison for the American Bar Association/ Judicial 

Division. Most recently, in 2023, Judge Ramsey was elected to serve on the House of 

Delegates for the American Bar Association. 

Judge Ramsey has been married to his wife, Doris, for over 38 years and they are the parents 

of two adults, both of whom are graduates of the University System of Georgia. 



*Criminal Justice Certificate Program 
 

 

Tiffany D. Barragan 

Darryl H. Ford 

Oluwatoyin Leke-Alli  

Devin S. McCoy 

Alysa S. Adamson 

Nikou Ahmad-Khosravi, cum laude 

Bernell J. Alexander, III 

Nathan C. Azarowicz 

Nicholas S. Barker 

Robert O. Baumbach 

Andrea D. Beard 

Candice L. Belafi 

Jacob R. Belcastro 

Tylore Bell 

Taylor Blumenthal, magna cum laude 

Alexis J. Burnett 

Wendy D. Carlyle, Cum laude 

Skyelar G. Caudle 

Joseph M. Chappelle 

Tiara L. Clemmons, cum laude 

Michael T. Craven 

James Dahlquist 

Gabrielle E. Dean 

Shinnay Richards Dodson 

Savannah L. Drexler 

Robert S. Ferguson 

Derek Nunes Dias Fernandes, summa cum laude 

Chandler M. Garrison 

Jewell M. Gentry-Mickelson 

Skylar M. Gibson 

Shanae Hall 

Lucilla Harrell 

Lauren T. Henderson 

Michael A. Hosea 

Eryn A. Jenkins* 

Katie C. Jett 

Marquez A. Jones 

Kyle L. Kerns 

Ashley L. Kreider 

Reddlene Lamour, cum laude 

Nefertiri J. Lashley* 

Kimberly H. Latimore 

Michelle S. Lee 

Trina M. Mampuya 

Tekari J. Matthews-Reid 

Taylor Mcclure 

Brandi A. McNeal* 

Carolina Melguizo 

Meagan C. Millsaps 

Adrian J. Paredes-Novella* 

Shaan Rajiv Parikh 

Michael A. Parra 

Khushboo V. Patel 

Daniel E. Pozo 

Cary B. Racioppi 

Joshua Redmond 

Grace C. Rispoli-Gomez 

Noelia C. Rivera 

Jordan M. Robinson 

Austin K. Russell 

Joshua D. Sachs* 

Blakely S. Sawyer 

Tahirah I. Scott 

William B. Slaten Jr.* 

Savannah L. Smarch 

Joy C. Smith 

Rebecca L. Smith 

Jacob L. Sperber, cum laude 

Regina S. Stokes 

Matthew B. Tans, cum laude 

Darrell L. Thirkield, Jr. 

Wide M. Thomas 

Daniel E. Thompson, Jr. 

Jakob R. Touchstone 

Maria P. Velasco 

Blake A. Whitsell 

Chloe M. Williams 

Alexia Woodley 

Leah L. Young 

Maxwell R. Zettler 

Kendrick F. Zuluaga 

CANDIDATES 

JURIS DOCTOR DEGREE 
December 2023 

 

CANDIDATES 

JURIS DOCTOR DEGREE 
May 2024 

 



*Criminal Justice Certificate Program 
 

 
Heather A. Jenkins* Chinyere Marshall  

 

 
Tamaara Dunlap 

 
2024 STUDENT HONORS & AWARDS 

 
Pro Bono Distinction Award 

Lucilla Harrell 
 

Excellence in Pro Bono  
Carolina Melguizo 

 
The Chief Justice Leah Ward Sears Pro Bono Award 

Tekari J. Matthews 
 

Atlanta’s John Marshall Law School Award for  
Excellence in Appellate Advocacy 

Noelia C. Rivera 
 

Jude Harold R. Banke Advocacy Award 
Taylor Blumenthal 

 
Henning Award for The Atlanta Bar Association  

Dispute Resolution Section 
Devin S. McCoy 

 
Georgia Association of Women Lawyers Outstanding Graduate Award 

Katie C. Jett 
 

National Association of Women Lawyers Outstanding Graduate Award 
Tylore Bell 

 
Order of Quill 

Taylor Blumenthal, Scholar of the Order 
Grace Rispoli-Gomez, Scholar of the Order 

Derek Nunes Dias Fernandes, Exemplar Scholar and Marshall of the Order 
 

Atlanta’s John Marshall Law School Outstanding Graduate Award 
Full-Time: Derek Nunes Dias Fernandes Part-Time:     Grace C. Rispoli-Gomez 

 
 
 
 

CANDIDATES 

JURIS DOCTOR DEGREE 
July 2024 

CANDIDATE 

JURIS DOCTOR DEGREE 
December  2024 



 

 
Atlanta’s John Marshall Law School Law Journal Executive Board 

Jacob R. Belcastro 
Editor-in-Chief 

Shinnay Richards 
Executive Managing Editor 

Nathan C. Azarowicz 
Executive Legislative Editor 

 
Wendy D. Carlyle 

Online Access and Internet Presence  
Jacob L. Sperber 

Annual Symposium Co-Editor 
Nikou Ahmad-Khosravi 

Executive Research Editor 
 
 
 
 

ADMINISTRATION 

Jace C. Gatewood 
Dean and Professor of Law 
A.B., Georgetown University 

J.D., Georgetown University Law Center 
 

Judith Barger 
Associate Dean 

of Academic Programs 
B.S., Wright State University 

J.D., Georgetown University Law Center 
 
 

Michael S. Boone 
Associate Dean of Assessments and Outcomes 

B.S., Texas Christian University 
J.D., Franklin Pierce Law Center 

LL.M., Temple University School of Law 
 
 
 

Sheryl E. Harrison 
Associate Dean of Students Affairs  
B.S., North Carolina Agricultural & 

Technical State University 
M.B.A., Wake Forest University 

J.D., University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill 

 

Erika Walker-Cash 
Associate Dean of Administrative Programs 

B.A., Spelman College 
M.S.W., Clark Atlanta University 

J.D., Washington and Lee University School of Law 

Scot Goins 
Assistant Dean of Academic Achievement  

and Bar Success 
B.S., University of Georgia 

J.D., New York University School of Law 
 

Rebecca Milter 
Assistant Dean of Admissions and Recruitment 

B.A., University of Georgia 
 
 



 

FACULTY 
 
K. Lee Adams 
Associate Professor of Law 
B.A., Georgia State University 
J.D., University of Georgia School of Law 
 
Joanna B. Apolinsky 
Associate Professor of Law 
B.A., University of Texas at Austin 
J.D., Georgia State University College of Law 
 
Robert Brown 
Associate Professor 
B.A., Morehouse College 
J.D., University of Pennsylvania 
 
Kathleen M. Burch 
Professor of Law 
B.A., Rosary College 
J.D., Georgetown University Law Center 
 
Vickie Carlton 
Associate Professor 
B.S., University of Alabama 
J.D., Mercer University 
 
Kari Mercer Dalton 
Associate Professor of Law 
B.A., Boston College 
J.D., Loyola University 
 
Kristen Files 
Legal Writing Instructor 
B.A. Emory University 
J.D., Atlanta’s John Marshall Law School 
 
Jennifer Giles 
Legal Writing Instructor 
B. A., Heidelberg College 
J.D., Saint Louis University of Law 
 
Elizabeth M. Jaffe 
Associate Professor of Law 
B.A., Emory University 
J.D., Washington University School of Law 
 
Neva Browning Jeffries 
Associate Professor of Law 
A.B., Duke University 
J.D., University of Virginia School of Law 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bruce Luna, II 
Associate Professor 
B.S., University of Maryland 
J.D., The University of Texas School of Law 
 
Michael J. Lynch 
Director of Law Library  
and Professor of Law 
Ph.D., University of Detroit 
J.D., University of Michigan Law School 
M. Librarianship, Emory University 
 
Suparna Malempati 
Associate Professor of Law 
A.B., Dartmouth College 
J.D., George Washington University 
 
Lance McMillian 
Associate Professor of Law 
B.A., University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
J.D., University of Georgia School of Law 
 
Michael Mears 
Associate Professor of Law 
B.S., Mississippi State 
M.S., Mississippi State 
J.D., University of Georgia School of Law 
 
Jennifer Neal-Jones 
Legal Writing Instructor 
A.A., Florissant Valley Community College 
B.A., Saint Louis University  
J. D., Saint Louis University Law School 
 
Sharon Phillips-Biondini 
Assistant Professor of Legal Practice 
B.A., Georgia State University 
J.D., Atlanta’s John Marshall Law School 
 
Jonathan Rapping 
Professor of Law 
B.A., University of Chicago 
M.P.A., Princeton University 
J.D., George Washington University 
 
Nicholas Smith 
Assistant Professor of Legal Studies 
B.A., Carson-Newman University 
J.D., Western New England University School of Law 
 
Jeffrey A. Van Detta 
The John E. Ryan Professor of Int'l Business   
& Workplace Law 
B.A., Union College 
J.D., Albany Law School of Union University 



 

 
 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
ATLANTA’S JOHN MARSHALL LAW SCHOOL  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Adam Malone 
Chairman of the Board 
Partner, Malone Law 

 

Kevin Ross, Esq. 
Vice-Chairman of the Board 

President, Kevin Ross Public Affairs 
Group LLC 

Kevin Cieply, Ed. D. 
Founder, Cieply Law and Partner, 

RAMA International Inc. 

Kwaku C. George (KC) 
Director, National Development 

Council 
 

Honorable Judge Ural Glanville 
Chief Judge, Superior Court of Fulton 

County 

Honorable Carol W. Hunstein 
Chief Justice, Supreme Court of 

Georgia 
Atlanta, Georgia 

 

Teri P. McClure 
Former General Counsel and CHRO, 

Sr. VP of Labor Relations and 
Communications, UPS of America, 

Inc. 
 

Malcolm L. Morris 
Dean Emeritus and Professor of Law,  
Atlanta’s John Marshall Law School 

Patrise M. Perkins-Hooker, Esq. 
County Attorney, Fulton County, 

Georgia 

Dr. Lawrence B. Schlachter 
DDS, MD, JD, Schlachter Law Firm 

 

Dean James P. White 
Consultant Emeritus, Section on 

Legal Education & Admission to the 
Bar 

American Bar Association 
Indianapolis, Indiana 

Linda A. Klein 
Advisor 

Shareholder, Baker Donelson 

 
 

 
 

Private philanthropic support plays a vital role in the continued success of Atlanta's John Marshall Law 
School. Your generosity makes it possible for us to provide financial assistance to the next generation of legal 

professionals, ensuring that they have the resources and opportunities they need to succeed. 

Make a Secure Online Gift Today at www.johnmarshall.edu/giving 

For additional information on giving, please contact Wendy Aina, Chief Development Officer, at 
waina@johnmarshall.edu or via phone at (678) 916-2674. 

Music by Amadeus String Ensemble 
Photography by Grad Images 

http://www.johnmarshall.edu/giving
mailto:waina@johnmarshall.edu

